is an increasingly recognized disease, yet the natural history is not known. Diastolic indices are often initially severely impaired and serial changes in these parameters are not consistent. LV wall thickness and EF show considerable measurement variability. Longitudinal strain has been shown to be impaired early in other forms of cardiac amyloid. It was therefore postulated that serial measures of LV strain by speckle imaging might detect deterioration of LV function over a short time frame in patients with SCA, despite stability of the echocardiographic appearance by other measures.
